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Abstract of the Seminar: While policy makers have high hopes for copyright as a key to the development of the so-
called knowledge economy, its legitimacy has never been questioned so intensely in public opinion. Indeed, more and more 
voices are arguing against a law that is considered to be overprotective and the consequences of which on both the economy 
and on common welfare are regarded increasingly as rather negative. According to these opinions, we face a bizarre paradox: 
copyright, which is meant to stimulate intellectual activity and to provide incentives for creativity, is increasingly becoming 
an obstacle to innovation and to social progress. In this lecture, the speaker will try to show that constitutionalizing copyright 
law could represent an effective tool to check these tendencies of overprotection and to help this field of law recover the 
legitimacy that it seems to have lost. Such constitutionalization allows copyright to be examined through the lens of human 
rights and could therefore be helpful in identifying certain solutions for the interpretation and the adaptation of these laws and 
in guaranteeing an equitable balance of the interests involved in the near future. 
 
Speaker biography: Christophe Geiger is Associate Professor, Director General and Director of the Research 
Department of the Centre for International Intellectual Property Studies (CEIPI) at the University of Strasbourg, France, 
where he teaches intellectual property and competition law. He is also in charge at the CEIPI of the LLM on European and 
International IP law, co-directs the Master on Intellectual Property Law and Management and a joint degree in intellectual 
property organised with the University of Skopje (Macedonia). In addition, he is affiliated senior researcher at the Max 
Planck Institute for Intellectual Property and Competition Law in Munich, Germany, where he was until 2008 in charge of 
the Department France and French-Speaking African countries. He specializes in national, European, international and 
comparative copyright and intellectual property law, has drafted reports for the Council of Europe and the European 
Parliament and has published numerous articles on copyright and intellectual property law. He is also General Editor of the 
Collection of the CEIPI published by Litecco-editor of the EIPIN series published by Edward Elgar and member of the 
editorial board of several journals on IP law such as the International Review of Intellectual Property and Competition Law, 
the Queen Mary Journal of Intellectual Property, Propriétés intellectuelles, Revista Criação and the Journal of Intellectual 
Property, Information Technology and E-Commerce Law. He has edited several volumes on intellectual property law, the 
most recent being Criminal Enforcement of Intellectual Property: A Handbook of Contemporary Research and Constructing 
European Intellectual Property: Achievements and New Perspectives, both published with Edward Elgar in 2012. 
 

For registration, please register by 11 November 2012,  
Via http://nems.law.cuhk.edu.hk/online-registration/?event_id=305 

A lunch will be served. 
(Seating capacity is limited. Registrations will be accepted on a first come first served basis.) 
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